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Introduction

This document describes the mission, vision and goals for 2018-2019 of the European Task Force on Geriatric
Emergency Medicine, consisting of members of EUSEM- Section of Geriatric Emergency Medicine and EUGMS —
Geriatric Emergency Medicine Special Interest Group.

Mission statement

To develop sustainable clinically and cost-effective patient-centered health care systems that improve relevant outcomes

for older patients in Emergency Medicine * across Europe

Vision

Due to complexity and multi-morbidity seen in older patients, a purely disease-oriented approach might not be
appropriate. The process of care of older emergency patients should be focused around the older patients’
specific needs, their experience and relevant outcomes.

Geriatric Emergency Medicine should be inclusive with respect to partnerships with other stakeholders in the
care chain for emergency patients.

Care and interventions in Geriatric Emergency Medicine should be guided by the principles of evidence-based
medicine.

All professionals working in the Emergency Medicine setting need to be able to deliver appropriate care to older
patients.

The Emergency setting in which time and resources are limited, mandates that interventions should be
pragmatic, feasible and proportionate to the Emergency Medicine setting. Nonetheless, the principles of
Comprehensive Geriatric Assessment may commence in the acute setting.

Emergency Settings across Europe are different between care systems, therefore solutions or effective
interventions may be different across systems. However, common principles do apply across Europe, like the
need for evidence-based, patients centered and pragmatic solutions, which is the common basis for the Task
Force activities.

* Emergency Medicine is a primary specialty established using the knowledge and skills required for the prevention diagnosis and management of

urgent and emergency aspects of illness and injury, affecting patients of all age groups with a full spectrum of undifferentiated physical and behavioral

disorders. This includes organizing the proper medical response for patients looking for urgent medical care. Time and timing in this setting may be
critical either from a medical or from the patient’s point of view. The practice of Emergency Medicine encompasses the in-hospital as well as out-of-

hospital triage, resuscitation, initial assessment, telemedicine and the management of undifferentiated urgent and emergency patients until discharge

or transfer to the care of another health care professional.

Taken from: http://eusem.org/updated-definition-of-emergency-medicine-in-europe/
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Goals

Patient involvement

e To involve patients and their relatives/representatives to provide feedback on the goals and activities of the
taskforce.

e Toinvestigate determinants of older patients’ satisfaction and how this differs across Europe.
Research

e To establish a research agenda for Geriatric Emergency Medicine in Europe.
e Toinitiate and facilitate research projects and create research alliances within Europe.

Clinical care

e To create European Elder-friendly Emergency Department guidelines.

e To create practice guidelines for specific syndromes in older Emergency patients.

e To establish Quality Indicators for Geriatric Emergency Medicine in Europe

e To develop a system to accredit Emergency Departments which are Elder-friendly

e To create a toolbox with screening and assessment tools available for healthcare professionals throughout
Europe, enabling them to select the evidence-based tools that are appropriate to use in their local setting.

Education

e To promote and implement the Geriatric Emergency Medicine curriculum throughout residency training of
Geriatricians and Emergency Physicians.
e To develop education packages and teach other healthcare professionals relevant for GEM.
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